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impunity. It is still more wonderful that the wild
soldiery in South America should have been such
venerators of authority, and so law-abiding as to
tolerate Lugo's exactions.

It was not due to ignorance that the Secretary
and the Emperor allowed this oppressor to commit
the crimes of which he was guilty. Las Casas, the
protector of the Indians, took good care of that.

Las Casas wrote the following letter to the
Emperor Charles V, from San Domingo in 1544. *

' One of the most cruel tyrants and the most
irrational and bestial, with little brain and less
conscience than Barbarossa, is Luis Alonso de
Lugo. They say that he is a brother-in-law of
the Comendador de Leon's2 wife, Dona Maria
de Mendoza. This tyrant has done out there the
same things that he did when his father was alive,
and more incredible things still. For he has had
absolute command of time and place. He has
now done what I told your Majesty and the same
Comendador Mayor, and to all the Court he would
do. I am satisfied with this prophecy. He has
robbed God's honour, he has robbed your Majesty,

1  In the ArcMvos Hist. National, dated September 15, 1544.
Printed by E^pada in his review of Castellanos.

2  Francisco de los Co bos, the Emperor's Secretary.